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PRESS RELEASE

Over there is over here: Europe Day Sunday 9 May 2010

Faith and belief are not national.  They can be called an alternative globalisation.  They give all of us a sense of purpose so that we can work for a world safe and sustainable both for believers and for the faith-less.

In this country we gain from living alongside peoples with a recognisable common culture who are not experiencing amongst themselves armed conflict or even elective tyranny.  This is the European Union.  It has discord, but by encompassing willing member states it does not engender hatred.

We can be surprised, and perhaps alarmed, by the way the EU has evolved.  But we can thank our founding visionaries for the gains we have made.  We can travel freely, work anywhere, trade anywhere.  We can enjoy relatively uniform human rights enforcement, protection against commercial exploitation (think of mobile phone roaming), against cross-border crime, and against the various forms of personal discrimination.  We can expect health care outside our home country.  Whilst ourselves standing apart, we can take advantage of the freedom from currency barriers almost everywhere else.

The EU, with some 7 percent of the world’s population, is equipping itself with more negotiating muscle to face up to an outside world where the rule of law and freedoms we take for granted seem to be eroding.

It is a remarkable fact that almost all the founding fathers of today's EU were Catholic laymen. Of these founding fathers, the one we celebrate on 9 May 2010 is Robert Schuman. Sixty years ago, driven by memories of successive devastating wars, he was significantly responsible for the organisational framework that has made it possible for today’s 27 nations to do business together.  The European Coal and Steel Community was the body outlined in the Schuman Declaration of 9 May 1950.  It meant that France and Germany (he grew up partly in each) could never again base an arms race on national control of those basic components.

So where does faith come in today?  Faith in Europe, a body in association with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, sadly sees in Britain a lack of the loyalty and leadership which should be owed to the potential and not the threat of the EU, so nobly envisaged 60 years ago. The Lisbon Treaty gives the churches and religious communities a right to regular dialogue with the EU institutions (Article 17).  The churches in particular are called to bear witness to the implications of their beliefs for peace and the promotion of peace, for fairness in treating all people as children of God, and for a Christian rather than opportunistic approach to the world at large.  Other faiths, too, justly claim to be respected and worthy partners in this.

